The Maya Angelou Research Center for Healthy Communities (MARCH) envisions a world where every individual has the opportunity to achieve their highest attainable standard of health. Through innovative research, community-driven solutions, and transformative education, MARCH fosters partnerships across communities, academia, healthcare, and policy to understand the complex drivers of health, and implement evidence-based solutions that promote well-being for all communities. 

The mission of the MARCH is to advance access to health resources and outcomes through rigorous research, inclusive partnerships, and transformative education. MARCH aims to:
· Conduct high-quality, multidisciplinary research that identifies and addresses the root causes of health outcomes.
· Engage and collaborate with communities to co-create solutions that are culturally relevant and sustainable.
· Advocate for policies and practices that promote access to health and research for all
· individuals.
· Educate and empower the next generation of leaders through training, mentorship, and community-based learning opportunities.
Translate research findings into actionable strategies that improve health and well-being at local, national, and global levels.
By pursuing these goals, MARCH aims to create a world where every individual has the opportunity to achieve their highest possible standard of health.

MARCH is updating membership options for 2026 

Core Faculty - Advocate Health Enterprise faculty with a career emphasis on research supporting healthy communities who are interested in collaborating with MARCH members to advance high-quality research, strengthen community connections, and enhance the Center’s impact. 

Affiliates - Individuals who are interested in collaborating with MARCH members to advance high-quality research, strengthen community connections, and enhance the Center’s impact.  
INTERNAL AFFILIATES – Faculty and Staff of Advocate Health.
EXTERNAL AFFILIATES – Faculty or community leaders at partner institutions.
STUDENT/TRAINEE AFFILIATES – Advocate Health students, interns, residents, trainees.

See the table on the next page for details on qualifications, benefits, expectations, and process.


	Maya Angelou Research Center for Healthy Communities Membership Levels
	Core Faculty
	Affiliates

	
	
	Internal
	External - includes community experts
	Student / Intern / Resident 

	Qualifications
	Faculty at AHWFB
	Required
	Optional
	Optional
	Optional

	
	PI and/or publications in healthy communities research
	Required
	Preferred
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Active/recent funding related to healthy communities research
	Preferred
	Optional
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Mentor/educator in healthy communities research
	Preferred
	Optional
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Leader, study team member, active in community/profession
	Preferred
	Optional
	Preferred
	Optional

	Term
	Renewable, reviewed annually
	Indefinite
	5 years
	5 years
	1 year

	Benefits
	Limited pre-award support, as available
	Yes
	 
	 
	 

	
	Pilot award funding, as available
	Priority
	Optional
	 
	 

	
	Letters of support, tenure support
	Yes
	Optional
	 
	 

	
	Lead MARCH sponsored projects/activities
	Yes
	Optional
	 
	 

	
	Present work externally as a representative of MARCH
	Yes
	Preferred
	Optional
	 

	
	Present work internally
	Yes
	Yes
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Mentor/mentee opportunities
	Yes
	Yes
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Networking
	Yes
	Yes
	Optional
	Optional

	Expectations, as appropriate to role and program/event purpose
	Present work at events
	Strongly recommended
	Optional
	Optional
	Preferred

	
	Help develop/implement programs
	Strongly recommended
	Optional
	Optional
	 

	
	Collaborate on research and/or publications
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	Preferred

	
	Serve as content expert on fast track research program, as appropriate
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	 

	
	Serve as mentor/advisor
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	 

	
	Serve on advisory boards and ad hoc committees
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Attend external MARCH events
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	Optional

	
	Attend internal MARCH events
	Strongly recommended
	Preferred
	Optional
	Preferred

	
	Cite MARCH in author/professional affiliations
	Strongly recommended
	Strongly recommended
	Optional
	Optional

	Process to become a member
	Step 1 - Complete Interest Form
	Optional
	Required
	Required
	Required

	
	Step 2 -Internally review and approve
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required

	
	Step 3 - Notify Core or Affiliate
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required

	
	Step 4 - Track Engagement
	Optional
	Required
	Required
	Required

	
	Step 5 - Internally review and renew
	Required
	Required
	Required
	Required



MARCH Interest Form will open Oct 1, 2025 - https://redcap.link/MARCHInterest
